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ABSTRACT: This paper throws the light on the growth of Gandian literature available as periodical literature in English
till 2010. The study is being conducted using one of the most important tool i.e. Bibliometrics. The study reveals the
aspect of Gandhian Scholar in different horizons, subject wise distribution. It was found 6175 article were published in
913 journals. The trust areas were Nonviolence, Economics idea, Religion, Satyagraha.
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1. Introduction

One of the most important characteristic of bibliometric study is to predict the trend of growth of literature in any discipline.
Growth of literature can be defined as an increase in the number of publications in a particular field. Thus the word ‘Growth’
implies an increase in actual size of literature over a specific period. This is well known fact that the research studies are being
communicated through scientific journals. Till now, the studies on growth of literature have been conducted by large number
of researchers in various disciplines. Likewise, S. Kumar (1992), K. Chun (1999), M.S. Rana (2010) and S.B. Sahu (2012)have
studied the contributions of different journals related to History of Science, Korean studies, Mammals literature, and Strate-
gic Management respectively. The present study attempts to predict the growth of Gandhian literature as Mahatma Gandhi was
a great liberator of mankind. In the present case, the amount of documented knowledge available is immense. The literature on
Gandhian studies is increasing day by day because a large number of researchers are attracted towards the wide range of
aspects of Gandhi’s life. To the best of researcher’s knowledge, till now no one has tried to attempt the present study. Thus this
study will be beneficial for the scholars in this field.

2. Objectives

The prime objectives of this study are as follows:
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a) Growth of literature published in journals on Gandhian literature.

b) Growth of research workers at both national and international level.

3. Distributions of Articles among Journals

The database designed on Gandhian literature for the period of 1920-2010 covers a total number of 6175 articles published in
913 journals. The name of the top 15 journals along with the total articles published, and percentage of articles published are
provided in Table 1. The journal on top was Gandhi Marg with 1170 articles having contribution of 18.95 % of the total. The
reason for this journal occupying the first position may be its comprehensive coverage, among the journals in this field.
Economic and political weekly was the second in the rank with 674 articles (10.91 %) and the third position occupied by
Mainstream with 419 articles (6.79 %). The top 11 journals on Gandhian literature covered more than 50 % of the total
literature.
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Name  of Journal

Gandhi Marg

Economic and Political Weekly

Mainstream

Social Scientist

Journal of Gandhian Studies

Gandhian Perspectives

Sarvodava

Asian Survey

Indian Worker

Janata

The Journal of Asian Studies

India International Centre Quarterly

Organiser

Modern Asian Studies

Indian Horizons

Other (898 journals)

 Total

No. of Articles Percentage

1170 18.95

674 10.91

419 6.79

185 3.00

177 2.87

103 1.67

98 1.59

84 1.36

78 1.26

78 1.26

77 1.25

72 1.17

72 1.17

69 1.12

65 1.05

2754 44.60

6175 100

4. Growths of Gandhian Literature Decade Wise

Table 2 gives the growth rate of Gandhian literature from 1920 to 2010. This period has been divided into nine decades except
the starting year i.e. 1920 (single year).The growth rate of literature was minimum in 1920 contributing only single contribu-
tion. Since then the rate of growth has been increasing gradually and reached 10.12 articles per year during the decade (1951-
1960). During the period of 1961-1970, there was a sudden jump in growth rate and it reached to 28.29 articles per year.
Further, the upward rapid growth was observed in Gandhian literature with maximum of 67.86 articles per year in the recent
decade i.e. 2001-2010. It is evident that the Gandhian literature is becoming popular day by day.

Table 1. Distribution of Gandhian Literature in Journals
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Year No of Articles Cum. Fre. Cum. Fre.
(Articles) Year (years) Growth Rate

1920 1 1 1 1 1.00

1921-1930 31 32 10 11 2.91

1931-1940 42 74 10 21 3.52

1941-1950 75 149 10 31 4.81

1951-1960 266 415 10 41 10.12

1961-1970 1028 1443 10 51 28.29

1971-1980 756 2199 10 61 36.05

1981-1990 940 3139 10 71 44.21

1991-2000 1461 4600 10 81 56.79

2001-2010 1575 6175 10 91 67.86

5. Chronological Distribution of Literature

In table 3, each column is divided into a 10 decades and each row in each column corresponds to single year in that period. The
first article got published in year 1920. The Year 1969 was observed as the 100th birth century of Gandhi. Many scholars had
contributed in Gandhian literature on this occasion. In this year the highest number of articles i.e. 428 was published.

Table 2. Growth of Gandhian Literature Decade Wise

1911 1921- 1931- 1941- 1951- 1961- 1971- 1981- 1991- 2001-
-1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

0 3 20 3 8 29 89 102 101 131

0 1 8 16 12 33 69 92 129 159

0 5 4 8 7 32 79 75 135 196

0 1 2 6 18 30 110 75 217 130

0 4 1 11 10 33 79 93 155 149

0 2 1 7 17 56 75 85 163 180

0 1 1 4 48 73 56 86 163 166

0 2 1 8 64 159 53 115 131 167

0 1 1 3 44 428 79 121 137 165

1 11 3 9 38 155 67 96 130 132

Table 3. Year-wise Distribution of Gandhian Literature

6. Growths of Gandhian Scholars

Table 4 demonstrates the growth of authors. It is important to note here that the number of authors vary from 0 for the years
1924 and 1935 to 374 authors for the year 1969. Moreover, new authors added in 1969 were maximum i.e. 256.
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The maximum growth rate was observed to be 44.05 authors in year 2010, whereas the minimum growth rate was 1.00 author
for the year 1920. Till the year 1940, there had been no trend of the growth of authors. After this year, the growth rate had
gradually started increasing and such trend continued till the year 2010, except 1968-1969. It is significant to mention that
percentage of authors has increased rapidly by 4.87 from 1968 to 1969.  The trend of authors is shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1. Emerging Trend of Authors in Gandhian Literature
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Table 4. Growth of Authors in Gandhian Literature
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7. Growths in Thrust Areas of Study

Table 5 reflects that Gandhian literature has been spread over 74 major areas of study/subjects. All the 6175 articles co-l



  8            International Journal of Information Studies   Volume  13   Number   1   January   2021



                    International Journal of Information Studies   Volume  13   Number   1   January   2021                       9

lected from different journals, were grouped under 7296 subjects. It has been observed that the most popular subjects were
Non-violence with 620 (8.50 %) articles, which was followed by Economic idea, Religion, Gandhi-other Personality, Gandhian
Philosophy, Satyagraha accounting for 433 (5.93 %), 368 (5.04 %), 354 (4.85 %), 302 (4.14 %), and 297 (4.07 %) articles
respectively. Some areas of study have shown gradual increase right from their beginning like Nonviolence, Globalization,
Swadeshi, Secularism, Terrorism accounting for 620 (8.50 %), 113 (1.55 %), 78 (1.07 %), 38 (0.52 %), and 7 (0.10 %)
respectively.

8. Conclusion

On the basis of analysis of data, the following major deductions have been drawn:

1) There were 6175 articles published in 913 journals. The most popular journal was “Gandhi Marg”

2) The top 11 journals on Gandhian literature covered more than 50 % of the total literature.

3) The first scholar was found in 1920, since then the rate of growth has been increasing gradually and reached to maximum i.e.
67.86 articles per year in the recent decade.

4) The Year 1969 was observed as the 100th birth century of Gandhi.. In this year the highest number of articles i.e. 428 was
published.

5) The new authors added in 1969 were maximum i.e. 256.

6)  The 6175 articles were covering the wide range of subjects (7296). Among them the most popular subjects were Non-
violence, Economic idea, Religion, Gandhi-other Personality, Gandhian Philosophy, Satyagraha.

7) Some areas of study have shown gradual increase right from their beginning like Nonviolence, Globalization, Swadeshi,
Secularism, Terrorism.

Hence, it is clear that though the Gandhi died in 1948. But, his principles are still alive and are becoming popular day by day.

Table 5. Subject Distribution in Gandhian Literature
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